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Will the Reform of the Household Registration System
Promote the Rural Migrant Population to Settle in the City?
Evidence From Quasi — natural Experiments

WU Aidin' LU Chong’

(1 School of Finance and Taxation Southwestern University of Finance and Economics
Chengdu 611130 China;2 Research Institute of Economics and Management Southwestern Uni—
versity of Finance and Economics Chengdu 611130 China)

Abstract: In the context of the State Council’ s clear proposal to fully liberalize settlements in
small cities with legally stable residences and employment as the core and with reference to the
classification of social insurance participation the 17 provinces such as Liaoning Province and
Jilin Province have successively The “Opinions on Further Promoting the Reform of the House—

hold Registration System ”was issued which further stipulated the conditions for the settlement
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of various provinces. The article uses the China Labor Force Dynamic Survey 2014 —2016 data
uses the( PSM) and double difference method( DID) to study the relationship between the house—
hold registration system reform and the rural migrant population settlement decision and further
uses the structural equation model( SEM) to flow rural The mechanism of action for population
settlement is discussed. The results show that the reform of the household registration system can
effectively improve the willingness of rural migrants to settle in cities. Moreover it can signifi—
cantly promote the cities where rural migrants settle in their hometowns. From the perspective of
urban types compared with rural migrants in small and medium - sized cities the rural migrants
in large cities are more likely to be affected by the reform of the household registration system
and they prefer the cities that settle in their hometowns. Social integration will further promote
rural migrants to settle in their hometowns through the willingness to settle down. This mecha—
nism of action is common in large cities and small and medium - sized cities. Therefore China
should further increase the reform of the household registration system especially to lower the
threshold of settlement in large cities which will help to promote rural migrants to settle in cities
and improve the urbanization level of China’s registered population.

Key words: Household Registration System Reform; Floating Population; DID; SEM; Settlement

Decision; Public Service
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